
NEWS FROM SUPERINTENDENT Robinson
Accolades to our middle school TEAM who was awarded the School 
of Honor - High Progress designation for the second consecutive 
year. This recognition is a result of exemplary student growth in 
academics. Congratulations to the staff members who work daily 
to assure student learning and make educational success their top 
priority for every student.

December 20 ended the first semester of the 2019-2020 school 
year. So much learning and growth have been experienced in all 
facets of our fine schools. Whether in the classroom, co-curricular 
activities, fine arts endeavors, and/or athletics the students have 
earned success. We are proud of their commitment to be their 
BEST! As the students return to school on January 9, I am confident 
that the multitude of successes experienced prior to winter break 
will continue during the second half of the school year.

The PreK-K, STEAM Lab, and bus garage additions continue as 
weather permits. The excavating is well underway with foundation 
work on the schedule. Here’s hoping for a mild winter to keep 
the project moving forward! This exciting initiative for our district 
will enhance our overall program through PK education and 
exemplary problem-based learning “PBL” across the curriculum. 
The PBL approach focuses on high-quality project-based learning 
that is engaging, promotes deeper learning, expands student 
perspectives, extends content knowledge and prepares students 

with skills for career, college and life. I encourage you to review the 
preschool “Bitty Bucks” information included in this edition of the 
Buckeye Brief.

Winter sports and activities are well underway and I encourage 
you to attend an activity(s) or sports contest(s) in support of the 
students. The students spend many hours outside the classroom 
expanding their skills and appreciate our support. GO Bucks!

On Thursday, January 23, we are hosting a STEAM Showcase in 
conjunction with our boys’ basketball game versus Seneca East. 
Please mark this important date on your calendar! Come out and 
enjoy the basketball game and see what the district is offering in 
science, technology, the arts, and mathematics. 

We return to school after the holiday break on Monday, January 
6, 2020. Looking ahead on the school calendar, Martin Luther 
King Day is Monday, January 20, 2020. Presidents Day is Monday, 
February 17, 2020. Friday, February 14, 2020 is a Teachers’ Inservice 
Day. Each of these three (3) dates is a “No School” day for students. 
Please make sure to mark your calendars accordingly.

In Education,
Mark A. Robinson, 
Superintendent
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Merry Christmas
And a Happy 
New Year

Children
Characters

As it is clear to see when passing Buckeye Central Schools, the “Bitty 
Bucks Preschool” project is underway! Excavation equipment is in 
action with the footprint of the Early Childhood wing now exposed. 
It won’t be long before footers are built and the actual structure 
begins to take form.

Earlier this school year, the district distributed a survey seeking 
information about family and children preschool needs. Parents 
responded to questions about half-day vs. full-day options, 
transportation needs, and potential numbers of preschool students. 
Additionally, we received many positive comments and helpful 
remarks regarding the implementation of our new preschool 
program!

This survey information has been very helpful in the planning 
process. We have determined the need to provide both half-day 
and full-day programming for the 2020-2021 school year. There will 
be an option for before-school childcare that coincides with the 
K-12 school schedule.

The full-day tuition rate has been set at $140/month while the half-
day rate will be $90/month. A sliding fee scale will be available for 
qualifying families. Additionally, before-school care will cost $50/
month for preschool families needing this service.

Pre-registration materials will be available in the school office 
and on the district website in late February. We plan to officially 
begin Preschool Registration on March 5th so please mark your 
calendars! Youngsters must be three- to five-years of age and toilet-

trained prior to beginning preschool. (Children with an IEP do not 
necessarily need to be toilet-trained and may qualify for preschool 
services prior to their third birthday.) 

We will enroll on a first come, first serve basis. Of course, children 
residing within the Buckeye Central School District will have first 
priority for preschool enrollment. Children residing outside the 
district will be considered immediately following the within-district 
enrollment window and are encouraged to contact the district to 
indicate their interest. 

Throughout the planning process, the Board of Education and 
administration have placed an emphasis on reaching our full 
preschool population and designing an exemplary Early Childhood 
Education experience for young children. We welcome your input 
and encourage our families to contact us for additional information. 
Please feel free to contact Diane Ervin, Director of Education at 
(419) 492-3270 or email dervin@bcbucks.org. 

Bitty Bucks Preschool Coming Soon!

Children
Characters

Children
Characters
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Bitty Bucks Preschool Coming Soon!

NEW ADDITION UNDERWAY
LEFT: STEAM Mezzanine 
rendering.

BELOW: PreK/K 
Mezzanine Plan rendering.
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High school News and Updates 
This school year has been a busy one for the high school! Each year 
we celebrate our students and their accomplishments in a number 
of ways! The first is Fall Homecoming coupled with a weeklong 
activity schedule. The Powder Puff football game was played 
under the lights again this year. The Student Council graciously 
donated hotdogs, chips and drinks to everyone in attendance. The 
Marching Band participated and provided entertainment during 
the game. The cheerleaders and band led the bonfire after the 
game. The cheerleaders and student body also collaborated for a 
successful whole school pep rally.

Our History department excels at providing our students with real 
civic opportunities. This year we were blessed to be able to host 
another extraordinary Military Appreciation Night. At this event our 
students served our veterans a free meal. They also participated 
in a Flags Burning Ceremony to honor all of the retired flags. As 
always it was a night of service learning but yet enjoyable for all 
parties involved.

Our Freshman participated in what we call “Empowerment Day.” It 
is a leadership and awareness day that the whole class participates 
in. There are multiple goals for such a day of which a few are: 1) 
individual and everyday leadership lessons, 2) class unity / anti-
bullying and harassment, as well as 3) drug and alcohol awareness. 
It was a great day and the student both learned and grew together 
as a class.

Our Sophomores were also able to participate in a day of leadership 
training. For this, the students traveled to Heartland Outdoor 
School. Here they worked as a team as students conquered the 
High Ropes course. They then set personal goals and conquered 
individual challenges as they participated in the Zip Line course. 
Lastly, they worked in small groups and learned collaboration, 
listening skills as well as leadership skills as they competed in the 
Construction Zone.

Each year we bring in a student speaker that we believe is engaging 
but has a powerful, positive, and relevant message. This year our 
speaker was Jim Steffen who is an amazing lifelong fitness coach. 
Jim has appeared on Live! With Regis and Kelly, The Jay Leno Show, 
ESPN Sports Nation, and is a two-time competitor on NBC’s hit 
show American Ninja Warrior. Jim’s mission is to motivate people 
to start a healthy eating and exercise lifestyle AND to show people 
fitness can be fun!

Once again, Mr. Mark Heydinger and our students worked very 
hard for two months to provide for our community the annual Fall 
play. This year the Fall Play was, “Sahara Nights.” As expected the 
play was amazing and our students shined!

Also, each year Buckeye Central hosts the Veterans Day Assembly 
and Lunch coordinated by Mr. Wiles, the Government class and 
Student Council. The guest speaker this year was Scott Sparks. 
Mr. Sparks is a 35-year veteran of the Air Force and is also a Gold 
Star father.  For those of you that do not know, being a Gold Star 
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High school News and Updates 
family member means that one has lost a family member to 
conflict while serving in the armed forces.  Mr. Sparks lost his son, 
Private First Class Jason Sparks during the War in Iraq. As such, Mr. 
Sparks understands service and sacrifice on multiple levels. He 
discussed what we can do as civilians to support veterans and 
what responsibilities citizens have in a country that has a military 
that is completely voluntary.

The high school agriculture program worked with the elementary 
school to provide an Agriculture day for elementary students. 
The high school students created a number of agriculture related 
activities for the students. It was a great learning experience for 
both the high school and elementary students.

One thing we are particularly proud of this year is our Thanksgiving 
meal. The entire district participated in a Thanksgiving meal. Our 
amazing cafeteria workers came early and worked hard to prepare 
a wonderful lunch centered around turkey. The staff at Buckeye 
Central provided the desert as well. It truly was a humbling 
experience as we all have so much to be thankful for.

Eatin Fool” Maxhimer and Madeline “Mad Dog Maddie” Pressley. 
Sadly Buckeye Central lost the competition….they just couldn’t 
clean as many bones as the Tigers. BW3’s generously donates 15% 
of the total sales from the evening which is split between the two 
schools. BC’s 7.5% went to the athletic boosters. A 50/50 raffle was 
held and the proceeds from that went to the Polacheck Family 
from Seneca East that tragically lost their son Wyatt recently. All in 
all it was a fun evening and a win for both schools! 

Our eSports team, in 
its infancy, successfully 
made it to the state 
championship game. 
This is our first year 
offering this opportunity 
and they made the 
best of it! The team of 
six competed in video 
game, Overwatch. The 
six-member team is 
made up of Max Phillips, 
Thomas Harmon, Chris 
Blankenship, Logan 
Collene, Zoe Lewis, 
Nathan Kalb and coached by Josh Close.

Great things have occurred in the classroom as well. In history 
students used the VR Headsets for a virtual field trip to explore the 
Panama Canal. In Advanced Geometry and Calculus our students 
built an algorithm that would predict how many rubber bands it 
would take to force a pumpkin to explode. The number of unique 
learning experiences are too many to cover here but can certainly 
be evidenced by our outstanding school report card! 

This time of year it is important to count your blessings. I can 
honestly say that I am blessed to work with the best kids in Ohio, 
the best community in Ohio and the best staff in Ohio! On behalf 
of the High School staff we truly wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Wonderful New Year. 

Go Bucks!
Dr. Michael Martin
High School Principal

On December 9, 2019 Buckeye Central and Seneca East participated 
in the second annual Rivalry Tailgate fundraiser at BW3’s in Tiffin. 
Staff, students and community members from both schools 
participated in this fun event which centered around a wing eating 
competition. Each school fielded a staff team and student team. 
Representing BC on the Staff Team was Joe “Buffalo Wing” Wiles, 
Jarrod “The Meat Man” Clady, Tyler “Coach Swaggy” Shade and Paige 
“Work thru the Pain” Caudill. The student team was comprised of 
Tommy “Bahmi” Phillips, Lane “Wing Belly” Bauer, Jacob “The Wing 
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From the Middle School Principal’s Desk
ESEA National Distinguished School Invitation 
Buckeye Central Middle School was one of thirteen 
Ohio schools asked to apply to be nominated as an 
ESEA National Distinguished School.  What a great 
honor for the middle school staff!  

Here are the criteria as outlined in our invitation to 
apply: 

The state may nominate a total of two schools for 
recognition under one of two categories:

• Exceptional student performance for two or 
more consecutive years

• Closing the achievement gap between student 
groups

Schools must have:
• Demonstrated high academic achievement for 

two or more consecutive years; 
• Met or exceeded state standards for closing 

achievement gaps for two or more consecutive 
years; 

• Demonstrated a high poverty rate (based 
on Free and Reduced Lunch Count of 35% or 
higher for the nominated year);

• Clearly demonstrated that they have met the 
criteria for the category they are applying for 
and have provided documentation to support 
their qualifications; and 

• Not have been recognized as a Distinguished 
School in previous years. 

A week after applying, we learned that Buckeye 
Central Middle was not one of the final two Ohio 
schools to be nominated for this national honor; 
however, we did find out that we may apply again 
next year. 

5th Grade Students Learn about Free Market Economies
Sponsored by Junior Achievement, Buckeye’s own Missy 
McDougall recently visited the 5th grade classes to share what it 
means to be a free market economy.  

Mrs. McDougall instantly made the material a reality by having 
the students think through making purchases with their own 
money rather than using their parents’ cash.  Of course, the 
students concluded that if they were paying, they would want 
the best prices possible.

We love these real moments in the classroom!
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Positive Referrals to the Principal Winners
BCMS recently held the 1st quarter academic 
awards assembly in the MPR. There were six 
positive referrals to the principal winners. To 
be eligible, students must be nominated by 
a teacher for completing a positive act.  Their 
names are then entered into a drawing and the 
prizes are awarded at the assembly.

Eighth Graders Tour Pioneer Career and 
Technology Center
On a recent chilly morning, our BCMS eighth graders 
toured Pioneer Career and Technology Center.  The 
trip is a regularly scheduled event that exposes middle 
school students to high school options as they begin 
to fill their Ohio Means Jobs backpack.

Some of the programs that seemed popular with or 
intriguing to the middle school students included 
Exercise Science and Sports Medicine, Homeland 
Security and Terrorism, Meat and Animal Science, 
Culinary Arts, Horticulture, Media Communications, 
Dental Assisting, Welding, and Early Childhood 
Education.

7th Grade Students Design Original Catapults
Mrs. Williamson’s 7th grade students created and then practiced 
launching their catapults.  From start to finish, they logged their 
design process and kept data on their launches.

The MS hallway was alive with students bursting with pride as 
their launch records were set and then broken.

MS Boys Basketball Season Opens
The 7th and 8th grade boys’ basketball teams opened the 
season against a tough competitor, Seneca East.

Although the games did not fall their way, each group kept 
fighting as they worked on good passing, executing clean 
plays, and working together.  We look forward to what they can 
accomplish as the season progresses.
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Thanksgiving Celebration
The elementary enjoyed a Thanksgiving meal together complete with all the 
trimmings including pumpkin pie among other desserts. They even enjoyed 
a story while they fellowshipped together and enjoyed the feast. Many of the 
students walked away from lunch exclaiming that they were stuffed. A big 
thank you to all of our BC staff for putting together this wonderful dinner.

PTO Family Slime Night
Hosted by the PTO on Friday, November 15th, Elementary students and their 
families gathered together for Slime Night.   This free event started off with 
pizza, chips, applesauce, drinks and all sorts of yummy desserts brought in by 
parents.  Then, students were led through a step-by-step process of making 
this gooey goodness.  Two slime kits were won in a giveaway by Aaron and 
Ainsley Johnson and Heath and Owen Clady.  The PTO would like to thank all 
the BC families for coming out and making this night such a success!

PTO Family COSI Night
In October, the PTO hosted COSI Family Night.   At this free event, students 
and their families explored hands-on activities at the Gross Body Science 
and Robotics stations.   Everything from x-rays, microscopy, measuring and 
boogers were on hand to interact with at the Gross Body Science station.  
Families learned about programming their own Bee-Bots at the Robotics 
Station.   Each interactive program was led by a COSI educator, along with 
parent volunteers to assist families as needed.  COSI Family Night was fully 
funded by the PPG Foundation.  The COSI Workshops reinforced what goes 
on in the classroom by activities that were hands-on, fun, and engaging, 
which made them the perfect way to build on learning.    

Holidays with Heroes
Several of our BC Elementary students were recently given the opportunity 
to do some holiday shopping with our local heroes. Representatives from 
the Ohio Highway Patrol, Crawford County Sherriff’s Department, New 
Washington Police and the New Washington Fire/EMS were on hand to 
escort the students on a shopping trip for their families. The students were 
given a ride in patrol cars and fire trucks to a local store where they were able 
to purchase gifts and participate in holiday crafting activities. Many thanks to 
our heroes for donating their time to spread a little holiday cheer.
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BC High School Presents Elementary Ag Day 
The HS Agriculture students presented the Elementary Ag Day to our 
students. The HS students collaborated to develop 7 agriculturally related 
lessons that demonstrated the importance of agriculture in our daily lives. 
The lessons were engaging hands on activities designed to point out how 
many of the products that we use and many things that we encounter on a 
regular basis involve agriculture in some way. The students greatly enjoyed 
the opportunity to participate and the HS students did an outstanding job 
organizing this event. 

Prehistoric animals and fossils!
The second grade embarked on their annual unit of prehistoric animals and 
fossils! Throughout the course of the unit, we learned first-hand how hard 
it is to extract fossils from the soil. (Although, we dug chocolate chips out 
of cookies instead of bones out of rock!) This year for the first time, we also 
worked during our STEM time to extract bones from plaster with hammers 
and chisels! We learned what conditions were needed to have fossils form 
and then made our own fossil prints out of coffee ground playdough. Miss 
Abby from Lowe Volk joined us twice for activities throughout our unit. The 
first time she brought fossils that the kids had the chance to examine and 
explore. The second time was an activity where they learned about what 
the prehistoric animals needed to survive and we played a game called “Oh 
Dinosaur” to show what happens when their needs aren’t being met. We 
each conducted research on a specific animal, created brochures on our 
chromebooks, created a Google Slideshow, did an oral presentation for our 
classmates & constructed habitat boxes at home. In math we used triple and 
double digit addition and subtraction to determine when our animals lived 
and how long they were on Earth. For this we learned how to use Google 
Sheets to create graphs for height, weight, and length. For social studies we 
used a world map to locate and plot the places where fossils of our animals 
were found and constructed a timeline to show when they lived. Then we 
had to take a pile of bones and attempt to put them together to make the 
actual dinosaur they had belonged to. Also for the first time this year we 
had the chance to experience the VR goggles during STEM and take virtual 
tours of 2 different Dinosaur museums around the world. The final (and best) 
moment though came when we had our families and other classes take tours 
when we opened our Prehistoric Animal Museums in our classrooms!  

Buckeye Best Awards
We recognized several students in November with the Buckeye Best awards 
as part of our PBIS program. These students were recognized for being 
Responsible, Respectful, and Ready. They also celebrated by having lunch 
with the principal and enjoyed some treats for dessert. We “R” BC!!!

creo




VARSITY / JV BOYS BASKETBALL
Times listed are JV start times
Jan. 3 Carey A 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 4 Galion A 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 9 Bucyrus H 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 11 Colonel Crawford A 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 17 Wynford H 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 18 Mohawk H 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 23 Seneca East H 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 1 Upper Sandusky H 5:00 p.m.
Feb. 4 Monroeville H 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 7 Ridgedale A 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 8 Carey H 5:00 p.m.
Feb. 15 Bucyrus A 5:00 p.m.
Feb.18 Crestview H 6:00 p.m.
Feb.21 Colonel Crawford H 6:00 p.m.

Buckeye central WINTER sPORTS sCHEDULes
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VARSITY WRESTLING
Jan. 1  Plymouth Invitational A 10:00 a.m.
Jan. 11 Carey Invitational A 10:00 a.m.
Jan. 25 Willard Invitational A 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 15 Margaretta Invitational A 9:30 a.m.
Feb. 22 N10 - Seneca East A 10:00 a.m.

JUNIOR HIGH WRESTLING
Jan. 11 New London Invitational A 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 1  Mapleton Invitational A 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 8  N10 - Seneca East A 10:00 a.m.
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VARSITY / JV BOYS BASKETBALL
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VARSITY / JV GIRLS BASKETBALL
Times listed are JV start times
Jan. 4 Bucyrus H 12:00 p.m.
Jan. 7 Colonel Crawford A 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 10 Wynford H 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 14 Mohawk H 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 18 Seneca East A 12:00 p.m.
Jan. 24 Upper Sandusky H 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 28 Ridgedale A 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 31 Carey H 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 6  Cardington A 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 8 Bucyrus A 12:00 p.m.
Feb. 11 Calvert H 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 14 Colonel Crawford H 6:00 p.m.

JUNIOR HIGH BASKETBALL
Sites listed are Boys - Girls at opposite site
Jan. 6 Seneca East A 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 11 Upper Sandusky H 10:00 a.m.
Jan. 13 Ridgedale A 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 16 Carey H 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 21 Bucyrus A 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 23 Colonel Crawford H 5:00 p.m.
Jan. 25 Wynford A 10:00 a.m.
Jan. 27 Mohawk A 5:00 p.m.

ABOVE: 8TH GRADE 
BOYS BASKETBALL

RIGHT: 7TH GRADE 
BOYS BASKETBALL

LEFT: 8TH GRADE 
GIRLS BASKETBALL

BELOW: 7TH GRADE 
GIRLS BASKETBALL
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B u c k e y e  C e n t r a l  L O C A L  S C H O O L S
938 South Kibler Street
New Washington, Ohio 44854

b U C K E Y E  c E N T R A L  L O C A L  S C H O O L S
B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N

V I S I T  U S  A T
www.buckeye-central.org

Facebook: @BuckeyeCentralSchools
Twitter: Buckeye_Central@Buckeye_Central

O U R  M I S s i O N :  To nurture, inspire, and empower our 
students to be resilient lifelong learners and successful, 
contributing members of society.

Building a learning community where “BC Pride”  
radiates and “students come FIRST!”

Missy McDougal, President
Beth Diesch, Vice President

Lisa Aichholz
Jerome Heydinger
Chris Martin
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Important DATES
JAN. 6
JAN. 10
JAN. 23
LATE FEB.
MARCH 5
 
   

Return to school after break
Board of Education Meeting
STEAM Showcase
Preschool registration materials available
Preschool registration begins
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